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Bouvard and Pecuchet opposed him, bringing up
against him his unfriendly attitude about the guns,
his opposition to the club, his reactionary views, his
avarice; and even persuaded Gouy that he wished to
bring back the old regime. Vague as was the mean-
ing of this word to the peasant's mind, he execrated
it with a hatred that had accumulated in the souls of
his forefathers throughout ten centuries; and he turned
all his relatives, and those of his* wife, brothers-in-law,
cousins, grand-nephews (a horde of them), against
Foureau.

Gorju, Vaucorbeil, and Petit kept working for the
overthrow of the mayor; and, the ground being thus
cleared, Bouvard and P6cuchet, without any doubt,
were likely to succeed.

They drew lots to know which would present
himself. The drawing decided nothing, and they
went to consult the doctor on the subject.

He had news for them: Flacardoux, editor of Le
Calvados, had announced his candidature. The two
friends had a keen sense of having been deceived.
Each felt the other's disappointment more than his
own. But politics had an exciting influence on them.
When the election-day arrived they went to inspect
the urns. Flacardoux had carried it!

M. de Faverges had fallen back on the National
Guard, without obtaining the epaulet of commander.
The people of Chavignolles contrived to get Beljambe
nominated.

This favouritism on the part of the public, so
whimsical and unforeseen, dismayed Heurtaux. He
had neglected his duties, confining himself to inspect-
ing the military operations now and then, and giving
utterance to a few remarks. No matter I He con-